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Happy New Year to All!

What a great way to start 2025 and our Federation's 45th year. Our January
Darwin Convention was one of the best ever, with representatives and
guests from New Zealand and all States and Territories of Australia. We were
also joined by special guests from Greece and the USA. | must highlight

the participation of our youth who brought with them, their energy and

enthusiasm that rubbed off on all of us present. A big thank you to the
Greek Orthodox Community of Northern Australia and the city of Darwin,

for embracing us Cretans, their hospitality and participation of our

Convention events.

All our Member Organisations have begun their respective activities after

the Christmas/New Year break, including dancing lessons, functions and

participation in various Community events and festivals. | look forward to
seeing and hearing about everyone's various activities and achievements.
Our Federation is here to support them as best we can.

As always, our Federation this time of year, is focused on planning the
Battle of Crete Commemorations. | am pleased to report that we will again
be hosting a High-Ranking Military Delegation from Greece this May. The
good relations between our Federation and the Hellenic Defence Force
General Staff continues. Their support and respect for what we do is
invaluable!

We Cretans in Australia and New Zealand lead by example. Our strength is
our unity. Our passion for our history and culture drives us to excel. We will
continue preserving our Cretan Heritage here in Oceania. We are also part
of a very large Hellenic Diaspora. Our Federation is committed to working
with the greater Hellenic Communities, to preserving our language,
customs and shared history.

Our Federation is 45 years old this year. We will celebrate this milestone in

June with the inaugural "Cretans in Canberra" weekend. We will honour
: those who came before us and celebrate the achievements over these 45
: years. We will also join in co-celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the Cretan

Association of Canberra and Districts. Watch our social media pages for
more information.

¢ Thank you to our hard-working Committees, supporters, volunteers and

sponsors. We exist because of these people's generosity and respect and

: their genuine love for our island.

| wish all our members and friends a happy and holy lent and look forward

¢ to another successful year for our Federation.

Emmanuel Mountakis
National President

Dear Fellow Cretan Youth,

As per our committee’s commitment to launching online resources
to connect our youth, we have successful held our first national lute
webinar! The 2-hour seminar was conducted by established lute
teacher Dimitris Vlamakis, who provided a very informative and
detailed interactive experience for all those who attended.

The committee are currently coordinating the upcoming online
dance and lyra workshops to keep our members engaged, which we
will be releasing further details on in the upcoming weeks.

I would like to congratulate the youth that have participated in
public performances in their respective states over recent months
as part of the annual Greek Festivals/ Antipodes. The importance

of making a public appearance and showcasing the musical and
dancing talents which we all work hard to maintain are imperative
to maintaining the Cretan culture prominent within the wider Greek
Australian community.

With the commemorations of the Battle of Crete just around the
corner as well as the Canberra Convention being organised by the
Senior Committee, there is much to look forward to in the upcoming
months.

Ari Paraskakis

National Youth President
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MELBOURNE & SYDNEY

Metd ané mpookAnon tng Maykpntiag Evwong
MeABoUpvNn¢ — AuoTtpaliag, kal Tng KpnTikAg
AbeApoTnTaC ZUdVED & Néag NoTiag Oualiag, o
Naoypa@ikdg Outhog «TZANIAAKH » and to P€Bupvo tng
Kpntng, taidePe xIMAdeg xIMopeTpa yia va Ppebei pe
Toug Kpnteg tng AuoTtpaliag, kat Idlaitépwe Tou X0dved
Kat tg MeABoupvng, yia va TIURCOUV TOUG EOPTACHOUG
yla tnv 158n enételo Tou ONOKAUTWHATOC TNG lEpAg
Movnc Apkadiou.

>Tnv avtnpoowreia Tou OpiAOU CUMUETEIKAV Ol
akolouBot: O Mpoedpog kat I6putng Tou Opilou K.
Xpriotog TCavidakng e Tnv ouluyo Ttou Ka. OAya
KwoTdkn, kal ol XopeuTtég lwakeiu Aayouddkng,
ANéEavdpog Mmapumouvng, Eppavouni TCaviddkng,

EppavounA Zmavtiddakng, Baothikn Mepakakn, @govuuen
Kumplwtdkn, Zogia Khapivou, Kopahia Aoukdkn, Avva
Mavouaodkn kat lwdavvng MNakouvpdkng. Madi pe tov
‘Ouho ta&ideyav kat ot kopugaiot Kpriteg Kahhréxveg
Kwotag Kakoudakng, MixdAng Netodkng kat XtéAog
ZrapatoylavvAakng ol omoiol £ypayav loTopia Pe TNV
TTapouacia Toug.

Katd tnv mapapovr toug otnv Auotpalia, 1060 0To
2U6vel 600 Kkat otnv MeABolpvn Ta MéAn Tou Opilou
aMA kat ot KaA\itéyveg, gixav Tnv gukaipia va yvwpicouv
Toug Altédnuouc Kpnteg tng Mépmtng Hieipou, amo kovtd
ME KaBNUEPIVEG TTAPEEG KAl CUVECTIAOELC 0TO KpNnTikd
St Tou Z0U6vVeD Kat oTo KpnTiko Xwpto tTng MehBoupvng,
evw Kal oTig Suo Xopoeomepideg £yve To adlaxwpnTo Pe

¢ 400 dropa oto TUSvel kai 600 dtopa otnv MeABoupvn. Kai
: OTIC 5UO XOPOEOTIEPIBEC TO YAEVTI KPATNOE HEXPL TO TTPW,
EVW CUUMETEIXAV EKATOVTASEC VEOL KAl VEEC YAEVTWVTAG UE

¢ atégla Kpntiky Mouaoikn.

: Htav ék8nAn n cuykivnon oTa PATia Twv TapaBPIoKOUEVWY
1000 010 XVdvVeD 600 Kal otV MeABolpvn, META TO TTOAU

: Beppo kahwoopioua Tou Mpoédpou Tou Ouihou K. XprioTou
¢ TCaviBAKn pe TIG akONOUBEC PavTIVASEC,

21’ Apkadi Buoidotnkav, AsUtepot yia va (oULE, yia Keivo Kai Th
i pvriun viwg mdvtote 6a TIUoUE.

i T'Apkddi Sev vikriBnke aAAd Buotdotn, ue T w6id mou
dvaye otov kéopo edoéaotn.

i T'Apkadt to yroptd{ouve tnv Kprjtn Sev Eexvolve, Eevitepévol
¢ Kpntikoi 600 pakpid ki av {OUVE.

21 Apkadi tot Buuialouve To Ayioug ue urmrapouT yiati kai
¢ autol T péyovtal T uupwdid eTo0T.

: v Avotpalia ipBaue, adédpia va oac Solue, mETPEC Kal
i Xwpa tou Apkadiol meokéot 0ag BacTOULE.

¢ AdiCerva avagépoupe 4TI n Xopoeomepida Tou Z08veDd

¢ ATav aglepwuévn 0Ta 65 XPOVIa amod Thv idpuon TG
Kpntikng ASeA@otnTag Z0Svel, evw Katd Tnv SIApKELa

i Tng Xopoeomepidag atnv MeABoupvn £yvav HOUGIKA

i 0QIEPWATA OTOUG HEYANOUG TTPWTORAOCTOPES TNG KPNTIKAG
i Mouolikri¢ Aewvida KAaSo kat lepAoiuo STapaToylavvakn.
Tooo o Mpdedpoc Tng Kpntiking Adehpdtntag X0dvel

i K. MavwAng Bitet{akng 600 kat n Mpodedpog tng

¢ Naykprtiag Evwong MeABoUpvng ka. Apyup® Mixehakn

© ol KOAwoAPIoaV TNV AroCTOA, HE 181aitepn Béppn,
mapédwaoav avauvnoTika dwpa mpog 0Aa tTa Mén Tou

i Opidou kat Twv kKaMITexVwY we évelén aydmng kai

¢ €KTIMNONG yia TO pakpvéd TagidL Tou ékavav va TIUAoOouV To
: KpnTiko oTolxeio Tng Qkeaviac.

Emiong katd tnv Sidpkela Tng Xopoegomepidag otnv

: MehBoUpvn, TiurBnke o Téwg Mpdedpog Tou Maykoopiou

: YupBouliou Kpntwv kat Tng Kentikng Opoomovsiag
Auotpahiag & Néag ZnAavdiag k. Avtwvng TooupSaldkng

: amé Tov Aaoypa@iké Opido T{avidakn yia tnv mpoo@opd

¢ Tou ota Kpntika Spwpeva Tng Qkeaviag ald 181aitépwg yia
: TOV PONO TOU WG CUVSETIKAC KPikog METAED TN KprATNC Kalt
¢ Auotpaliag kat Ilartépwe we MpeoPeutrc T Kpntng

i otnv Qkeavia.

: 01 xopodiddokahol Tou Opilou Tpaypatonoincav
 adika epwvdpla Kpntikol Xopou yia Ta XOpEeuTIKA
ouyKpoTAMATA Twv KpNTIKWV Zwpateiwv arid kat yia OAa
: 1o EN\nvémoula g Qkeaviag gite 0Toug ZUNOYOUC, €iTe
: ota EAA\nvopB68o&a KoAéyia ta omoia emoKEQTNKAVY, KAl

OUuYKeKpIpéva oToug Ayioug MNavteg oto ZUSvVeD Kal 0To
KoA\éylo tou Ayiou lwavvn oto Preston kat twv Ayiwv
AvapyUpwv tou Oakleigh otnv MeABolpvn.

O 'OpINog gixe kal TIG €BIHOTUTTIKEG CUVAVTAOELG. 2TO 2UOVED
Toug urtodéxtnke oto Mpofeveio Tng EANASOG o k. lwavvng
MaAAikoUPTNG, 0 OTTOI0G KAl TOUG KAAWOOPICE EMIONUA, EVW
o Mpoedpog Tou Opitou k. TCaviddkng, Tou Mapédwaoe Kal
pia eikova twv Ayiwv Teoodpwv Neopaptupwy tng Kpntng,
ol omoiol papTupnoav oto PéBupvo tTng Kprntng akptpwg
mptv 200 xpovia.

Yuvdvtnon emiong gixav ta MéAn tou Opilou kat ot
KOAITEXVEC, 0TO Z0OVED, pe Tov Ogo@iNéoTato Emiokoro
Mayvnoiag k. Xpiotodoulo cuvodeuduevog amnod tov
Mavootohoylétato Apxipavdpitn Tou OIKOUPEVIKOU

CRETAN TIMES - ISSUE 15 - APRIL 2025



CRETAN TIMES - ISSUE 15 - APRIL 2025

(o))

MELBOURNE & SYDNEY

Opdvou k. Xplotogopo Kpikéhn, ot omoiol umodéxTnkav
TNV amooToAn otnv lepd Apxiemokomr. O Mpdedpog
Tou Opihou k. TCavidakng apou euxapioTnoe yia tnv
urtodoxn, mapéSwaoe oTov OE0PINEGTATO HIA EIKOVA TOU
Ayiou MatBaiou, ek PeBupvou Kprtng, mpootdtn Tou

OuiMov, dwpo npog tov 2ef. Apylemiokomo AuoTpaliag K..

Makdplo, o omoiog éhetrte oto Gavdpt.

>Tnv MeABoupvn EMOKEPTNKAV TA KEVTIPIKA YPAPEID TNG
lepag ApXIEMIOKOTING TNG TTEPIPEPELAE MeABolpvng 6mou
giyav Tnv gukalpia va mpookuvrioouv oTov vaod Tou Ayiou
EuotaBiou a@ou Toug umodéxtnke 0 OcoPINETTATOC
Emiokomoc¢ k. Kuplakog otov omoio mapédwae o Ouho¢
Swpo pia eikéva Twv Ayiwv Teoodpwv NeopapTtupwy TG
Kpnrtng piag kat ouvtopa Ba ¢tdoouv Kal Ta 00TA Twv
Ayiwv otnv MeABoupvn. ZTnv ApxlemokoTikn Meplpépela
XWwpag Toug urmodéxtnke o Oso@Néotatog Emiokomoc K.
Eupéviog ouvodeudpuevog amnd tov Ald. Natépa Oikimmo
Mamaylavémoulo, ot omoiol Eevaynoav Ta MéAn tou
Opihou otnv lepad Movn tn¢ Mavayiag BAémovtag amd
TIPWTO X€PL Ta €pya TTOU TTpoeTolpdlovTal va yivouv.

O MNpdedpoc Tou Opilou agou euxapioTnoe yia TNV
@oevia mapédwaoe wg Swpo oTov OeoPINETTATO

Mia glkéva tou Ayiou MatBaiov, ek PeBupvou KpAtng,
nmpootatn Aylo Tou Opihou.

Katd i evaynoeig tou Opilou oto X0Svel emokEPTnKaV
NV 10ToPIKA YéQupa Tou X0Svel oTnv ToroBeaoia Blues
point yla gwtoypd@non, TNV @npiopévn Onepa Tou
>0ével kat Tig mapabaldooteg meploxég Tou Bondi Beach
kat Brighton Le Sands, evw ékavav kal kpouaiépa oTo
Apdvi tou Z08veD pe €181k0 kKapdpi.

>Tnv MeABoupvn eMOKEPTNKAV TO AUGTPANG EAANVIKO
Mvnueio kataBéTovTtag Kal OTEQAVI TTPOC TIUA TWV
Meodvtwv Tou 20u Maykoouiou MoAéuov, evw apéowg
META TOUG €YIVe €I10IKN £EvAynon 0To KeVTPIKO Mvnueio
Twv AuoTpaAwv U 1b1aitepn éugacn otnv Kpntn ano tov
Mpdedpo Tou Mvnpueiou K. Avactaoio Kupiton.

Tnv ibla pépa Bpédnkav kat otnv 10TopIKA anmoPadpa
oto Alndvt tng MeABoupvng 6mou Tnv dekaetia Tou 60
¢ptavav Ta kapdfla yepdta Metavdoteg. Emiong gixav kat
TNV EUKALPia va yvwpioouv amd Kovtd Kal Ta €0vika (wa
™G AuoTtpaliag, Ye apeon emagn pe ta Koudha kat ta
Kaykoupo o€ €161k6 Tapko Tng Biktwplag.

Katd tnv emiokeyn toug otnv Auctpalia €yive Kal n
kaBiepwpévn So&oloyia kat empvnuécuvn 6énon
umép Twv Hpwwv Tou OAokauTwPaTog TNE lepdg Movrig
Apkadiou 10600 010 X0SveD oTOV KABESPIKO VAO TOU
€VAYYEANIOMOU TNG O€0TOKOU XOPOOTATOUVTOC TOU

Mavoaotiohoyiwtatou Apxipavdpitn Tou OIKOUEVIKOU
©pdvou K. Xplotogopou Kpikén, evw otnv MeABoupvn
€ywve otnyv lepa Movn tn¢ Mavayiag Alov Eotiv
X0POOTATOUVTOG Tou OgopiAeatdatou Emokdmou Xwpag K.
Eupeviou, eviy akohouBnoav kal Katabéoelg Xtepdvwy ota
Mvnpeia Twv Hpwwv amd Toug MNpoédpouc Tng opoyévelac.
Ot KaM\itéxveg alAd kat o Opilog gixav Tnv gukaipia va
£€pBouv o€ emagr He OAOKANPN TNV OLOYEVELD PECW TNG
{wvtavig avapetadoonc twv Kpntikwyv MNpoypappdtwy
Kal €181kA Tou 3XY PAdio ENAGG pe éva Siwpo pouoikd
TIPOYPAUUA UE GUVEVTEVEELG TWV KAANTEXVWY KAl TOU
Mpoédpou Tou Opilou, agou TPWTA TOUG UTTOOEXTNKE OTO
EMnviké Mouoegio tng MeABoupvng o Mevikdg AleuBuvTig
K. 2TMUpog ANaTOdAG.

A&iCel va avagépoupe 0TI n amooToAr} amo tnv Kpritn
€ixe TNV gukalpia va evaynBei emionua otnv MoAitelakn
BouAn Tn¢ Biktwplag amoé toug EAAnveg BouleuTég
Katepiva ©@sopdvoug kat AxiAéa TapAdpn, ot omoiot
Kal KoAwaodploav Tov OO KAl TOUG KAANTEXVEG

€K Hépouc TN KuPépvnong tng Biktwptag. Katda tnv
Eevaynon €ywve kat fOAta oToug KNToug TNG BouAng
omou éxel tomoBetnBei kat N EN\nviki EMd pe tnv
AVAUVNOTIKN TTAAKA Yia TV Mdxng tng Kpntne.

Ytnv MeABoupvn emiong ta Méhn tou Opilou gixav Tnv
€UKalpia va eMOKEPTOVV Kal To ENANvIKS 16pupa ATAMH
70 oT0i0 £ival yia EAAnvémoula pe e181kéG avAaykeg,
BAémovTag amo MPWTOo X€PL, TN SOUAEIA Kal TO €pyo TToU
yivete o€ autd Tov Topéa, aAd cuvdpa SivovTag Kal o€
autd Ta maidid Aiyn xapd, PE TNV Tapouasia Toug. XTo
i6pupa Toug umodéxTnke n KpnTikig kataywyng Mevikn
AteuBuvTpla ka. Maipn Fakomoulovu.

Oa Atav mapdAnyn eav Sev ava@épapie To YEYovog

o1t o1 Kahitéxveg aAd kal ta Mén tou Opihou eixav
TNV eukalpia va amoAavoouv ta matdid tng Tpitng

leviag, mou acxohouvtal pe ta Kpntikd Opyava kat tnv
EAnvikii Mouaikr maipvovTag €161 To povnua 6t n
mapadoon akopua Kahd kpatei otnv Eevitid, aA\d cuvaua
Sivovtag kat SUvapn kat koupdylo o€ autd ta maidid va
OUVEXICOUV TO HOUGCIKO TOUG €pYO.

Metd and dekamnévte pépeg yepdteg Kprjtn oto Z0dved
Kal 0TV MeABoupvn OTTOU KUPIOAEKTIKA GEIOTNKAV KAl
o1 duo ToAeLg, £puyav ot Kahhitéxveg kal ta Mén tou

Ouilou pe TIC KAAUTEPEC EVTUTIWOELG, HUE TIG TTLO OMOPPES
QAVOUVNOELC, LIE AVAVEWUEVECG QINIEC KOl KOUUTTOPIEG,

Kal pia peydAn umooxeon oti Sev Ba Eexdoouv moté
Tou¢ Aédnuoucg Kpnteg tng Auotpahiag evw édwoav
pavteBol otnv Kprjtn to kaAokaipt Tou 2025.
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Darwin, Australia — The Cretan Federation of Australia and
New Zealand (CFANZ) successfully held its 43rd National
Convention in Darwin from January 2-5, 2025. This highly
anticipated four-day event drew hundreds of attendees
of Greek and Cretan heritage from across Australia, New
Zealand, and internationally.

Organised by the Cretan Association of Northern Territory
and supported by the Greek Orthodox Community of
Northern Australia, the convention was a spectacular
celebration of Cretan culture and traditions. Renowned
Cretan musicians Nikos Vezyrakis, Giorgios Katsoulieris,
and Alexandros Kazakis travelled from Crete to entertain
attendees.

"The 43rd National Cretan Federation Convention in
Darwin was a resounding success. We're thrilled to have
shared this unforgettable experience," said Mr. Emmanuel
Mountakis, President of the Cretan Federation of Australia
and New Zealand.

The convention program included the following events:

+ Wreath-Laying Ceremony:

« Welcome Dinner for interstate delegates

+ Youth Night

+ Cretan Youth of Australia and New Zealand AGM

« Official Opening Cocktail Party

« Cretan Federation of Australia and New Zealand AGM
« Traditional Strata/Kantada

- 43rd Annual Cretan Convention Dinner Dance
+ Youth Sports Day
- Farewell Dinner

"It was truly heartwarming to witness the Cretan
community from across Australia and New Zealand unite
in celebration of our rich heritage. The infectious energy
and enthusiasm of our youth, delegates and attendees
created an electric atmosphere that pulsed throughout
the convention!”

The convention was attended by guests from

across Australia as well as from Greece and the USA.
These include: His Grace Bishop Silouan of Adelaide
representing His Eminence, Archbishop Makarios

of Australia, Professor Yiannis Chrysoulakis, Former
Secretary General for Greeks Aboard and Current
Chairman of the AHEPA International Committee, Mr
Nikos Kastrinakis, President of the World Council of
Cretans, The Honourable Robyn Cahill MLA, Minister

for Trade, Business and Asian Relations representing

the Honourable Lia Finocchiaro, Chief Minister of the
Northern Territory, The Hon. Marie-Clare Boothby MLA,
Attorney-General, Minister for Tourism and Hospitality,
Minister for Major Events, Minister for Parks and Wildlife,
and Minister for Racing, The Honourable Luke Gosling
OAM, MP Federal Member for Solomon and Mr Michael
Koulianos, President of the Greek Orthodox Community
of North Australia.

¢ "I'would like to extend my heartfelt thanks and

: congratulations to the Cretan Association of Northern
Territory, the executive team of Cretan Federation of

: Australia and New, our member associations and generous
¢ sponsors. Your selfless dedication, tireless efforts, and

: unwavering commitment to our community made this
convention an unforgettable success. As we celebrate this
: achievement, we also look forward to the 2026 Convention!
: The Cretan Federation of Australia and New Zealand is

. pleased to announce that the 44th National Convention in
2026 will be held in Sydney.

4

SUMMARY OF CONVENTION EVENTS BY EMMANUEL

MOUNTAKIS

As delegates begin to return home, we look back at another

great and successful Convention that was filled with many
happy memories. Many delegates arrived in late December,
eager to see each other and experience the best that
Darwin has to offer. Greeted by their local Cretan brothers
and sisters they embraced the ethos and purpose of these

Conventions and “got out there” and explored together, this

wonderful city and its unique sights and attractions.
Those yet to arrive, watched on social media, the great time
these early arrivers were having.
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As New Year's Eve rolled closer, more and more delegates
arrived building the numbers and filling the pre-booked
accommodations. The hotel foyer and restaurant started
to buzz every morning, hellos and hugs were exchanged
and the pool began to fill with kids. Over 80 overseas and
interstate visitors joined the local Greek Community for
New Year’s Eve celebrations which definitely acquired a
Cretan “flavour” at various points during the festivities.
Our international Cretan musicians “guest-starred” and
gave us all a preview of what was to come later in the
week.

More people arrived on New Year's Day, whilst some
people enjoyed the hospitality of our hosts George and
Sophia at a family BBQ that went on well into the night.
Others took the opportunity to cruise the Katherine
Gorge.

Official Opening Day on the 2nd of January, saw Darwin
Airport inundated with Cretans arriving in numbers. Hire
cars, Ubers and taxis shuttled people continuously to our
hotels. The entry foyer and elevators were busy all day.
By now we had over 160 people from NZ, QLD, NSW, ACT,
VIC, TAS, SA, WA as well as Greece and the USA. There
was so much positive energy evident in everyone as they
arrived. Meanwhile, about 30 delegates braved the heat
at the Darwin Cenotaph and paid tribute to our Battle of
Crete heroes and the victims of Cyclone Tracy.

The wonderful and supportive Greek Orthodox
Community of Northern Australia graciously hosted the
Cretan Presidents and designated State representatives
for a tasty lunch and exchange of ideas.

After a swim and some relaxation, the evening festivities
began with the adults and youngest kids enjoying

a Welcome Dinner in the Darwin suburbs whilst the
excited youth partied in the Darwin CBD. Social media
was overloaded with photos and videos from the youth

function. The talk of the adult function was how much
fun the kids were having at their function!!!

Day 2 began early, with the Cretan Youth Federation’s
AGM, where our youth highlighted their respective
activities during 2024 and exchanged ideas and hopes
for the future. After lunch, the youth attended a musical
workshop with our international musicians.

Later, in the evening, we were all officially welcomed

to Darwin at the Welcome Cocktail Party, by our local
Cretan Association host President, Mr George Mamounis,
in the presence of His Grace, Bishop Silouan of Sinope
who had travelled from Adelaide and delivered our
Archbishop Makarios’ message to his Cretan brothers
and sisters. Also present were the President of the World
Council of Cretans Mr Nikos Kastrinakis from the USA
and the former Secretary-General of the Greeks Abroad,
Mr Yiannis Chrysoulakis. We were all entertained by the
junior and intermediate dancing groups from the Cretan
Association of Sydney and NSW and the Pancretan
Association of Melbourne, performing traditional dances
in their traditional costumes, with live music from our
overseas musicians. The venue was filled with smiling
faces and lively discussions and laughter as well as
vibrant dancing by our youth well into the night.

Day 3 began early again with the 43rd Annual General
Meeting of the Cretan Federation of Australia and

New Zealand. Not since before COVID, did we have
representatives from every single state and territory of
Australia plus New Zealand. The meeting began with a
blessing from His Grace Bishop Silouan.

The delegates then began their discussions and
exchanges in earnest, reflecting on a busy 2024 and
planning the Federation’s activities in 2025. Successfully
finishing a few hours later with the traditional
exchanging of gifts between the Members Organisations
as well as a Commemorative photo.

Not much time to rest before congregating outside the
hotel, in the early evening for the beginning of the first
ever Cretan Traditional “Strata/Kantada” at a Convention in
Australia. Over 60 dancers, dressed in traditional costumes
from Darwin, Sydney, Brisbane and Hobart were joined

by over 150 exited people who were treated to Cretan
music in the Hotel foreground by our local Australian
talent from Adelaide, Sydney and Darwin, together with
our overseas musicians. Everyone shared in the traditional
offerings of Cretan products like raki, cheese, biscuits and
honey, before we all walked together to our Convention
Dinner as a group, behind our Federation’s Banner and the
musicians singing, cheering and clapping the whole way
there. On arrival at our destination, we were treated to an
impromptu dance by all the dancers at the entry to the
venue before we all entered and found relief from the heat
in the wonderful decorated hall of the Greek Orthodox
Community.

Once again, we had the honour of being joined by many
distinguished VIP’s, led by His Grace as well as Northern
Territorian Ministers and Federal Members of Parliament.
The evening’s formalities began with some speeches, then
some incredible dance performances by the our youth
from the Cretan Associations of Sydney, Brisbane, Hobart,
Perth, Adelaide and Darwin, culminating in a combined
“Sousta” by all the dancers that filled the dance floor. Two
very distinguished “1st Generation” Cretans from Darwin
were also honoured for their pioneering efforts in the
early years of the Cretan Association of Northern Territory,
which celebrates its 40th Anniversary this year! Once
everyone had eaten, the music started and the dance floor
did not empty until the early hours of the morning.

Those that rose early enough on Day 4, went to Church
to celebrate the “Epiphany” service followed by the
traditional throwing of the cross in the water ritual, which
by the way, was won by a visiting young Cretan boy from

Sydney. Many spent the day either resting/recovering
from the previous night or exploring Darwin.

Meanwhile, our youth participated in the traditional
soccer tournament held every Convention under very

hot conditions indoor and out of direct sunlight, with the
Pancretan Association of Melbourne winning the trophy in
a thriller final in extra time!

The Cretan Association of the Northern Territory hosted
the Farewell “Souvla Night” for all the visitors and
delegates to enjoy. Great food and music was on offer
with the international musicians kindly allowing our
young talent from Melbourne, Sydney and Darwin to take
the spotlight for a while. The official “closing ceremony”
included the symbolic handover the Federation’s Banner
from the President in this host city Darwin, to the
President of the next host city -Sydney.

As the night went on, many people present, who had
packed, left for the airport direct from the farewell dinner,
leaving those behind to enjoy the final hours of the
function. The festive mood changing from joy to sadness
as we all realised the 43rd Annual Convention was coming
to a close and people leaving early the next morning,
saying their goodbyes to everyone else.

The mood on Day 5 in the hotel was not as lively as
previous days as people departed over the course of the
day and into the night. Smiles, hugs, tears and well -wishes
were exchanged by those leaving. Those who had some
time left, squeezed in last minute activities before leaving
late in the evening. A few remaining delegates enjoyed a
last meal together with our NT hosts as well.

Thank you to all that attended and contributed to the
success of this 43rd Annual Convention. The Cretan
Federation of Australia and New Zealand invites all the
Cretans of Oceania and friends of Crete, to attend our 44th
Annual Cretan Convention in January 2026 in Sydney.

)
—
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The Cretan Association of Sydney and NSW held their
Annual Arkadi Dinner Dance on Saturday, 9th November
2024, commemorating the 158th Anniversary of the
Holocaust of the Monastery of Arkadi alongside the 65th
Anniversary Celebrations of the Association.

The event was attended by numerous official guests,
including His Grace Bishop Christodoulos of Masnesia,
Ms. Anastasia Christofilopoulo, First Secretary for Public
Diplomacy at the Consulate General of Greece in Sydney,
Senator Dave Sharma, The Honourable Sophie Cotsis

MP, The Honourable Mark Buttigieg MLC, Mr. Emmanuel
Mountakis, President of the Cretan Federation of Australia
and New Zealand, Mr. Nick Markogiannakis, Former
President of the World Council of Cretans, Mr. Peter
Tsigounis, President of the Greek Returned Services
League, as well as representatives from various Cretan
Associations around Australia.

It was an unforgettable evening of celebration shared
with friends from Crete, including the Tzanidakis Dance
Group - Aaoypa@ikog Opihog TCaviddkn, along with
musicians Mixalis Petsakis (laouto), Kostas Kakoudakis
(lyra), and Stelios Stamatogiannakis (laouto).

Everyone who attended was mesmerized by the
performances from all the Association’s dance groups,
with the highlight of the evening being the performance
of the Tzanidakis Dance Group. Their presentation began
with a hauntingly beautiful Rizitiko song honouring the
Holocaust of Arkadi, followed by a captivating showcase
of both renowned and rare, nearly forgotten Cretan
dances.

The official proceedings of the night concluded with the
presentation of the 12th annual Megalonisos Award. This
year's recipient was Mr. Michalis Spanoudakis, a lifelong
member of the Association.

The following morning on Sunday, 10th November 2024,
members of the Association together with the Tzanidakis
Dance Group attended the annual commemorative
church service. This was followed by a mnimosino
(memorial service) and a wreath-laying ceremony at the
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation of the
Theotokos.
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On Sunday, 8th December, the Cretan Association of Sydney
and NSW hosted their Annual Christmas Party for our members
and their families, celebrating the holiday season with warmth,
tradition, and community spirit. The event took place at St
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church Hall in Marrickville, where our
Cretan families gathered, each contributing to an incredible
spread of delicious food and desserts, making this end-of-year
celebration truly special.

The afternoon was filled with laughter, amazing food, and
delightful musical performances by our talented youth,
coordinated by Ari Paraskakis. Adding to the festive atmosphere,
children enjoyed a fun and creative Cretan Christmas cupcake
decorating activity, putting their own artistic touch on holiday
treats. A highlight of the day was a special visit from Agios
Vasilis, who surprised the children with gifts and presented

our dedicated dance teachers with well-earned trophies,
recognizing their commitment to Cretan dance throughout
the year. We also took this opportunity to honour one of our
longest-serving committee members, Mr. Dimitrios Fokas, for
his incredible 40 years of dedication. He was presented with
the prestigious Megalonisos Award, which he had been unable
to receive formally during the COVID-19 restrictions in 2021.
As the afternoon progressed, our older youth took the reins,
entertaining the crowd with music and dancing, while guests
mingled, celebrated, and indulged in a spectacular dessert
buffet.

This year, we were once again overwhelmed by the generosity
of our members in supporting our Christmas Drive. Thanks

to their kindness, hundreds of toys were donated for sick and
disadvantaged children. These gifts were delivered to the

Greek Orthodox Parish and Community of Kogarah, The Greek
Orthodox Parish and Community of Newtown, The Sydney
Children's Hospital - Westmead, The Sydney Children's Hospital -
Randwick and Canterbury Hospital.

We also held a special raffle to raise funds for groceries and
essential supplies for those in need. Thanks to the generosity of
our members, we raised $1,500, which was used to support; The
Ark of Love Food Store at the Parish and Community of Saints
Raphael, Nicholas, and Irene, The Feed the People Initiative at St.
Sophia & Three Daughters Greek Orthodox Church and The Soup
Kitchen at Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church,
Newtown, NSW. We are proud to support the invaluable work
these parishes do in serving the homeless and less fortunate in
their communities. A heartfelt thank you to our members for
making this initiative possible!

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who attended,
participated, and contributed to making this Christmas party

a truly memorable celebration of community, tradition, and
giving. Wishing you all a joyful holiday season—we can't wait to
celebrate together again next year!
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MELBOURNE TASMANIA

On the 8th of December 2025 the Pancretans hosted there annual Christmas party to wrap up the 2025 season. The Hellenic Dancers of Tasmania together with family and friends travelled to Melbourne to perform at the Antipodes

Santa also made an appearance in style, with all the kids receiving a special small gift from Santa. The children each : :  Festival.

all painted a small pot plant which they could take home as a keepsake. On the 9th February 2025 the Pancretans :

also hosted the annual Agiasmo and Cutting of the Vasilopita. The blessing was By His Grace Kyriakos, with over 80 Both the intermediate and senior groups performed on the Saturday and everyone had a fantastic time.

members in attendance. ¢ Itwas a wonderful experience to be part of this amazing event and we thank the organisers for including us in the
program.

AVERLEY
IRKLIFTS

18 19
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Me mpwtofoulia ¢ Maykprtiag Evwong MeABoupvng
KOl JE TIG EUAOYIEG TOU ZeBAOUIWTATOU APXIETIIOKOTIOU
AuvoTpaliag K.K. Makapiou Kal Tou ZeBacuiwtdaTou
MntpomnoAitou PeBUpvng & Auhomotdpou K. Mpodpdpov,
éptracav otnv AuoTtpaia ta lepd Asipava Twv Ayiwv
Teoodpwv Neopaptupwv ek KpAtng.

Me 18laitepn eUAAPELa Kal cuyKivnon, 0 EAANVICUOG

NG AuoTpaliag Kal CUYKEKpIEVa TNG MeABolpvng
untoSéxTnNKaAV yla TpWwTn @opd Ta lepd Asipava twv Ayiwv
Teoodpwv NeopaptUpwv, Mavoun), Ayyein, lewpyiou
Kat NikoAdou, Twv ek MeAGUTIWV KATAYOUEVWY Kal £V
P£B0uVN papTUpnoAVTWY.

H 1otopikA mpwtoPoulia auth Tng Naykpritiag Evwong
MeABoUpvng £ytve 0Ta TAQICIO TWV EMETEIOKWY
ekONAWoewv TN¢ ekatovtastnpidac ¢ lepdg
ApXIEMOKOTNG AUCTPAAIAG KAl TIPAYOTOTIOINONKE WE TIG
gvhoyieg Tou ZePfaopiwTatou Apxlemokomou AuoTtpahiag
K.K. Makapiou evw amoTtéAeae éva yeyovog opoon o yia
Tou¢ eENnNvopB6dooucg moTtolC TS MeABoupvng ald
Kat oAOKANpNG TNG Auotpaliac.

Ané 1o 2000, o ZUANoyog PeBepviwtwv MeABoupvng «To
Apkadi» pe Mpdedpo toTE, TOV K. Avtwivn TooupSaldkn,
O1oU 0 ZUA\oYOG Tav TOTE €V EVEPYEIQ, ApXIOAV Ol
npoondBeleg va uhomoinBei n dgién twv lepwv Asipavwy
TwV Ayiwv Teoodpwv NeopapTupwv PeBUUVNC 0TV
Auotpahio. Metd amo €ikool TE0oEPA XPOvia, Ta lepd
Agipava éptacav otoug avtinodeg onuAToSOTWVTAC Jid
VEQ ETTOXI) TIVEVUATIKAG EVIOXUONG Kal evOTNTAG Yia TV
mapolkia tng MeABoupvnc.

Ta lepd Agipava Twv Ayiwv Teaodpwv Neopaptupwy,
MavounA, Ayyen, lewpyiou kat NikoAdouv, Ta HETAPEPE
otnv Auotpalia o ZeBaopwtaro¢ MnTpomoAitng
PeBupuvng k. Npodpopog o omoiog ixe TNV eukalpia

va ouvavtnOEi e TOUC CUUTTATPLWTEG TOU AAAG

KOl VA CUVEOPTAOEL TO IOTOPLKO AUTO YEYOVOC.

Tov Xefaocuiwtato MntpomoAitn cuvédepav ot
Mavootlohoyidtatol Apxipavdpiteg Baailelog Mamadakng,
Hyoupuevog tng lepag Moviig Ayiag Avaotaciag tng
Pwuaiag PeB0pvng, kat ©goldyog MamaieBulakng,
HyoupevooupBoulog tng lepdg Matplapyikng kat
T1aupornnylakng Movrig Apkadiou.

¢ H emionun tehet umodoxn¢ éhafs xwpa To TIPwi TG

: Kuprakric 15 AekepBpiou otnv lepd Movrj Mavayiag

«A&lov Eativ» oto mpodoTio Northcote Tng MeABoupvnc.

¢ Xtnv Apxlepatikn Ocia Asitoupyeia xopootdtnoav o

¢ YeBaomwrtatog Apxiemiokomno¢ AuoTtpaliac K. K. Makdplog,
: 0 ZePBaopwTaroc Mntpomohitng PBUMVNC & AulomoTdpou
K. Mpbé&popog, o Zefacwtarog MntpomoAitng Néag

¢ Znhavdiag k. MUpwv kabwg emiong kat ot OeopiréoTatol

¢ Emiokomot MeABoupvng K. Kuplakdg kat Xwpag K. Eupévioc.

Ta lepd Acipava TormoBetriBnkav pévipa otnv lepd Movn,

i TTPOOPEPOVTAG OTOUG TMIOTOUE TN HovadIKh eukalpia

¢ va AapBavouv Tnv euloyia Toug OMoTe eMOKEMTOVTAl

: v Movr. Na onpelwBei 6Tt amd Ti¢ 28 OktwPpiov

1996 Bpioketal n peydin lepn elkova Twv Ayiwv otnv

i ouyKekplpévn Movr, kat emofiuwe amé to 2000 TipwvTal ot
¢ Aylot eTnoiwg katd Tnv emionun o&ohoyia mou yivetal yia

: Vv EBvikr Eoptr TnC 28n¢ OkTwpRpiou amd Touc KpHTEC TG
MeABoupvnc.

¢ To ZdapPato 14 AskeuPpiou MpAyMATOTOIRONKE EMICNUOC

: 8eimvoc oTo Kpntikd Xwptd ané tnv MaykprRtia Evwon
MeABoUpvng pog Tiun Twv lepapxwyv and tnv Kprtn

i peTa Tig ouvodeiag Toug. Tkomdg TG ekdRAwong ATav va

i €0PTAOTE( TO YEYOVOE TNG APIENG TwV lepwv AsiPavwy

: otV MeABoupvn. Toug TapaPPICKOHEVOUC KAAWOOPIOE

o Avtimpdedpoc Tne Maykpntiag Evwong MeABoupvng K.

i AnuAtpeng NManmadnuntpdkng Kal Toug EuxapioTnoE yia TNV

¢ Tiun mou kavouv otnv MNaykpritia Evwon MeABoupvng.

¢ Xapetiopd amevBuve o Mevikd Mpappatéac ATéSnpou
EANviopo k. Mavvng XpuooUAdkng, o omfoiog avapépOnke
i oTNV HeYAAn Mpoo@opd Twv KpnTwv og maykoouia KAipaka
¢ Kal TV 18laitepn axéon Tou ue Toug Amodnuoug Kprteg.

Tig ophieg €xAeloe o TIHWHEVOC lepdpyxng amd Tnv Kpntn, o

¢ YeBaopwtatog Mntpomolitng PeBopvng & Auhomotapou K.
i NpoSpopog, 0 omoiog Péoa amd ToV YECTO KAl YEUATO Ao

: aydrmn Adyo Tou avaépBnke oTnv cUPBOAA Twv Ayiwv pag,
oTnVv mopeia Twv ekdNAWoEwV yia Ta 200 xpovia Twv Ayiwv,
evw e€€ppaoe TNV aydmnn Ttou, Tou BpiokeTal avaueoa o

¢ Kpnteg oupmatplwtes. O @wtiopévog kat AAumpog lepdapxng
: Tou PeBUpVOU €A PE Ta £pya TwV KpNTWV HETAVAOT®OV TTOU
nPBav otnv Auctpahia kal Idlaitepa TNV peTahapmadeuon
NG mMoTNG Kal TNG YAWoOoAG Hag oTa véa maudid.

. To mpdypaupa mapouciace o Téwg Mpdedpog

: ¢ Maykprtiac Evwong MeABoupvng K. AvTivng
Tooupdaldkng o omoiog pavepd CUYKIVNUEVOC avagépOnke
i OTO IOTOPIKO TOU AITHUATOG TWV AEIPAvwy evw) e€€ppaoce

© TNV MEYAAN Xapd Twv Kontwv yia Ty d@ién Twv Aeipavwy.

: AHEOWC HETE, To MEAN Tou AIOIKNTIKOU SUHBOLAIOL TG
Maykpntiag Evwong MeABoupvng mapédwaoav TiunTIKA

: dwpa oToug Kaleopévoug amd Tnv EAN\ada wg évdelén

© ayarng Kal eEuyvwpoouvng yia to Taidt mou ékavav.

TiuRBnke o MntpomoAitng PeBupvng 1ISlaitépwc e éva
aonuévio dioko amd v MNaykprtia Evwon MeABoupvng
yla TNV HEYAAn Tou Aydmn va @ilo&evei ta Amdédnua
KpntikémouAa tng Auotpaliag otnv MntpomoAn étav
@Ttdvouv oto PéBupvo.

Mouaikd tnv ekdrihwon kdAvpav o Xriienc Tooupdaldkng
otnv Aupa kat to Tpayoudi kat Tov cuvodepav Patrick
Montgommery oto Aayouto, o lNwpyog lumpayiut oto
AayouTo Kat o Avtwvng HAiou otnv KiBdpa, evw ta
Auotpaloyevvnuéva Kpntikomouha xopeav KpnTikoug
X0POUG TIPOG TIUN TwV KAAECUEVWY amo Tnv KpiTn.

Tig ekdNAWOoEIC TiUNOE e TNV TTApoUaTia Tou o K. lwavvng
XpuoouAAdKNg, TEWC Mevikdg Mpappatéag Addnuou
EAN\nviopoU kat Anpootag Aimwpatiog Tou Yroupyeiou
E€wtepikwv o omoiog mapafpéBnke KAAECUEVOC TNG

—
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QUEENSLAND

MNaykprtiag Evwong MehBoupvng alhd kal Tng KpnTikng
Oupoomovdiag Auotpaliag kat Néag Znhavdiag yia va
mapafpebei oto 430 Tuvedplo Twv Kpntwv tng Qkeaviag
oto Ntdpyoutv TnG Bopelag Emkpdrtelac.

Emiong, @€to¢ n tomikr ekkAnoia tou PeBupvou

€(XE APIEPWOEL TO TPEXOV £TOG OTNV EMETELO TNG
OUUTNANPWOEWC S1aKOCIWV TWV (1824-2024) amo TN
HapTUpPIKA TeEAEiwon Twv Ayiwv cupmephapavovtag Kat
v aeién Twv Aeipavwv otnv MeABoupvn oto v Adyo
mpoypauua tne lotopikng Emeteiou, kat kAeivovtag tov
KUKAO TwV 8pdcewv tn¢ lepdc MntpdmoAng PeBUvVNG Kal
Auvlomotapov.

A&iCel va avagepBei 011 oTnv MeABoupvn (ouv mavw 150
Melaumavoi, ekatovtadeg PeBupviol, kat xIAMadeg Kpnteg
omou Ba €xouv TNV uloyia va TPooKUVOULV Td lepd
Agipava kaBe xpovo oe 181K €0pTH YA OAOKANPN TNV
EAAnvikn Mapoikia.

AHMOZIA AHAQXZH EYXAPIZTIAZ

O k. Avtwvng TooupSaldKkng Tou WKPATN, YEVVNUEVOC
otnv MeABolpvn, aAAd kaTayduevog amd TG Méhaumeg,
TO XwpP16 TOU TTaTéPA Tou Kal TNV Ao Twvid, To Xwp1d
¢ MnTépag Tou ek@palel TIG OEPUOTATEG EVXAPIOTIES
otov Mopevapyn tng Auotpaliag tov 2efaocudtato

Twv Ayiwv otnv MeABolpvn. Eva aitnua mou dpxtoe
70 2000 a6 ToV i810 AAG oAoKANPWONKE 24 xpdvia

Apxtemiokormo AuoTpaAiag k.K. MAKAPIO alhd kat

otov Molpevapyn Tou PeBuuvou, Tov ZefaopiwTato
MntpomoAitn PeBUuvng & Auhomotapou K. TIPOAPOMO
yla tTnv €vAoyia mou édwaoav Kat ot 500, aAAd KAl TIG

apyotepa 10 2024 pe tnv Xapn twv Ayiwv. O K. Avtwvng
TooupSaNdkng euxaploTei Oepud kat GAoug Toug Qiloug
TTOU CUUTAPACTAONKav Kal foriBnoav ue motkiloug
TPOMOUG 0NV OAN TIPOCTIABEL, N XApn Twv Ayiwv va Toug

As the new year begins, the Cretan Association of =

Queensland wishes to extend a heartfelt greeting to all
Cretans around Australia and New Zealand. We wish you
a 2025 filled with joy, good health and prosperity! Here in
Queensland, our community has kicked off the year with

nipooTdBeie ou katéBalav va grdcouy Ta lepd Agipava  mgpootatevel mavTa.

22 23

energy and excitement. Following a strong presence at
the 2025 CFANZ Convention in Darwin, the Cretans of
Queensland were well represented at the “Great Blessing
of the Waters” Theophania celebrations on the Gold Coast,
in front of our Bishop, His Grace Bartholomew. We then
hosted a lively welcome-back party for our Cretan Dancers.

The festivities marked the group’s first practice of the
year, bringing together our enthusiastic Cretan youth. The
highlight of the night was the ceremonial cutting of the

CRETAN ASSOCIATION OF 0LD (@ 4

& A1 Mo P SIMNCE 194

Vasilopita cake. This year, the lucky coin was found by none
other than our president, Mr Tony Katsanevas. With just a
few months until Brisbane’s Paniyiri Festival (our biggest
fundraising event of the year to be held 17-18 May) and
Battle of Crete performances, the dancers’ are eager to

AT gy Lig.
& £TN POy m;.n':ﬂ_&wruh'“h

produce new choreography and perfect their routines.

From the Cretan Youth, Dancers and Committee members in
Queensland, we extend our warmest wishes to our friends
near and far. May 2025 bring us all closer together, united by
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our shared traditions and love for Crete. Here's to a year of
good health, celebration and good fortune—KaAt Xpovia!
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On Wednesday 11th December 2024, we had the absolute
honour of welcoming His Eminence Metropolitan
Prodromos of Rethymno & Avlopotamos to Sydney,
together with the Archimandrites, Very Rev. Father Vasilios
Papadakis & Very Rev. Father Theologos Papalevyzakis.

Metropolitan Prodromos was visiting Australia, bringing
fragments of the holy relics of the Four Holy New
Martyrs of Rethymno, Saints Manuel, Angelos, George
and Nicholas, marking the 200th anniversary of their
martyrdom.

The Cretan Association of Sydney and NSW commenced 2025 with their annual Taverna Night, held on January 12,
2025, following the Cretan Federation of Australia and New Zealand (CFANZ) Convention in Darwin.

It was a joy to see Panagia Soumela Hall come alive with kefi, as our incredible musicians from Crete—Nikos Vezyrakis
(lyra), Giorgos Katsoulieris (laouto), and Alexandra Kazakis (guitar)—kept the energy high throughout the night.

All our dance groups took the stage, and for a special finale, our Performance Group was joined by their teacher, Paul
Spanoudakis, for one last dance together - a moment filled with emotion and gratitude.

For the past four years, Paul has brought the spirit of Crete to our children. His deep love for Cretan culture resonated
with them, inspiring a passion that shines through their dancing, music, and
the instruments they now play. As we bid Paul farewell, we extend our deepest
appreciation for the time, effort, and love he has poured into our community.
Thank you, Paul, for everything—you will always be part of our family.

The night was a true celebration of our heritage, a testament to the strength of
our community, and a reminder of the unbreakable bond we share with Crete.
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‘Onwg kABe xpodvo £To1 Kat PETog 31/12/2024 oTI¢ 3 TO HECNMEPL
v mapapovn g MNMpwtoxpovidg, o Afjpog Ayiou NikoAdou
Kpitng Stopydvwoe ekdrAwaon e Tov amoxaipeTiopd Tou
TIAALOU XPOVOU Kal ToV EpXOUO Tou An Baciin. O makidg
XPOVOC YEPOUOUEVOC KAl WPIOG POl OANOKANPWOE TOV KUKAO
Tov, EEKivnoE amo Tn KEVTPIKN MAATEIQ TNG TOANG Tou Ayiou
NikoAdou Kprtng pe ouvodeia Tng AnpoTtiknig OINapHOVIKAG,
naifovtag mMpwToXPOVIATIKEG PeEAwSIEC KAl TN CUPHETOXH TOU
Maykpntiou ZuAoyou Oxnudtwv Emoxric. KaBwg kat mAnbog
KOGOOU MIKPWY, HEYAAWV O NAIKIQ, JE TNV Tapouasia Tou
Anpdpyou K. Eppavoun Meveydkn Kat TOM®Y QIPETWY TOU
ARuou.

‘OMot kateuBuvVONnkav Pog to Aipdvi Simha otn Aipvn
BouAiopévn, émou mepipevav e avumopovnaia tov Aylo
BaoiAn, o omoiog pBe pe jet ski kat mpaypaTika eviunwaoiaoe
M€ TNV TTapoUGia Tou. ITn CUVEXELa agpoU Bynke amd tnv
BdNaococa avéPnke og dxnua TAOMAG EMTOXIG E0TENVE TOV
XAIPETIOPO ToU Kat padi pe Toug fonbolg Tou meTovoe
KapauENeC o€ OAouc. H moumr amd to Aipdvt kateuBivOnke
TTPOG TO XPIOTOUYEVVIATIKO XwpPLd TTOU £XEL OTHOEL 0 Arjog
Ayiou Nikohdovu, ouveyiCovtag ol S§pdoelc e Tov Aylo Baciin
KaBI1opEVO 0TO OTITAKL TOU va polpdlel Swpa ota maidid Kal
va pwtoypaifetal padi Toug yepdtog kahr SidBeon av tou 1o
{ntouoayv, divovtag pavtePou yia Tou xpovou. Kahr Xpovid !!

Mapia KaowTtdkn
Aytog Nikohaog Kprtng

— Cretan Association Of Northemn Territory

DARWIN

O Kpntikodg Z0MNoyog Bépeiag EmkpATelag Kal To XOPEUTIKO
TOU TUAMA YIOpTacav TNV &vapén Tng véag Xpovidag pe

Vv Kabiepwpévn Kor NG Bacihémitag tn Aeutépa 10
DeBpovapiou. H ekdnAwon mpayuatomoiOnke og (eoTo Kalt
@IAIKO KA, CUYKEVTPWVOVTAG MEAN Kal @idoug Tou GUANGYOU,
1OV AvTAAAa&av EUXEC yia i SNUIOUPYIKNA Kal EUTUXIOUEVN
Xpovid.

O ZUN\oyog suxaplotei Bepud v Kupia Kaitn Pougd yia tig
UTIEPOXEG BACIAOTIITEG, TIOU TIPOCEPEPAV YEUON Kal TTapddoon
otn Bpadid.

IS1aitepa ouyxapntrpla a&i(ouv ota maidid mou oTddnkav
TUXEPA Kat k€pSioav to Aoupi! H xapd toug ftav eupaviig,
KaBwg n TUXN TOUG XAUOYENAOE OTNV MMPWTN AUTH YIOPTH TOU
£TOUG.

Me tnv gukaipia TNG ekdnAwong, To AloiknTikd ZupBovAio
€UXIONKe o€ OAOUC TA KAAUTEPA YIA TN VEA XPOVIE, YEUATN
uyeia, xapd kat emruyieg yla tov Kpntikd ZUAoyo kat 6Aa ta
MEAN Tou.

N
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MELBOURNE

COLLEGE DUX

Congratulations
Jordi Dermitzakis

ATAR OF

The Pancretan Association proudly congratulates Jordi
Dermitzakis on his exceptional academic achievement.
Jordi has successfully completed his VCE with an
outstanding ATAR of 99.45, earning him the prestigious
title of College Dux.

This remarkable milestone is a testament to Jordi’s
dedication, perseverance, and hard work—both in his
academic pursuits and within our club. His commitment
to excellence has made him a role model for young
members of our community.

As Jordi embarks on his next journey, pursuing an
Engineering degree at Monash University, we extend
our heartfelt congratulations and best wishes for

his future endeavors. We have no doubt that he will
continue to make us proud!

Q&A WITH JORDI DERMITZAKIS

What inspired you most throughout your VCE
journey?

What inspired me most was seeing how much | could
achieve and grow when | pushed myself. VCE came with
its fair share of challenges, but each time | overcame

an obstacle, it motivated me to keep going and see

just how far | could push my limits. | had a clear goal

of getting into an Engineering course and knew

that performing well would help set up my future.
Throughout my time at school, | had consistently
received high achiever awards but had always fallen
just short of Year Level Dux. | knew that with the right
planning and effort, this achievement was within reach.
Although | didn’t need this high of a score, becoming
college dux is an amazing achievement that I'm very
proud of.

How did you to strive to this level of academic
excellence?

| believe that my academic success came down

to hard work, careful planning, commitment, and
determination. By completing two Year 12 subjects in
Year 11 and four in Year 12, | was able to lighten my
workload in my final year, giving me more time to focus
and prioritize effectively. The extra study halls helped
with this—though I'll admit, not every library session
was the most productive. Still, those breaks were just as
valuable to break up my day. However, when things got
serious towards the end of the year, | made sure to take
full advantage of all the resources available to me, and

| did heaps of practice tests leading up to the final year
exams. And I'm incredibly grateful to my parents and my
brother for their unwavering support throughout my
journey. Their encouragement, sacrifices, and belief in
me have played a huge role in my success.

What did you enjoy best about your own VCE experience?
The most rewarding part of my Year 12 journey has been
the connections I've built and the memories I've made with
my peers. Going through the challenges and triumphs of
this final year together strengthened our bonds and created
a sense of camaraderie that made even the toughest
moments feel manageable. | made a conscious effort to find
joy in the experience, from celebrating small SAC victories
to joking with friends. Seeing my ATAR and results at the
end of it all was truly the icing on the cake, but the journey
itself and the relationships I've fostered have been the most
meaningful aspects of this year.

Do you have any final pieces of advice to the current year
12 students?

To the current year 12's, try your best to stay ahead of the
content, do as much practice work as you can leading up to
SACs and exames, utilize your teachers to gather feedback
and make sure you understand your study designs and
what your exams will actually assess.
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In response to the alarming number of road deaths in
Crete in recent years, the Cretan Federation of Australia
and New Zealand is launching a road safety campaign
aimed at our members and families who visit the island
each year. As of 2023, Greece ranks 7th in Europe for road
fatalities per million people, a rate that is 31% above the
European average.

In 2024, 64 people lost their lives on Cretan roads: 23 in
Hania, 23 in Iraklio, 13 in Rethymno, and 13 in Lasithi.
Tragically, 24 of these victims were under 35 years old,
representing 37.5% of the total fatalities, with over 80% of
them being male. Unfortunately, as of January 11th, 2025,
two more lives have already been lost on Crete’s roads.

For the first time, the ESTIA Greek Festival expanded to
a two day event.

Saturday evening had live DJ's, Greek food, drinks
: :and good company well into the night. On Sunday,
e ©  the festival transformed into the large-scale Greek
= : . celebration that everyone knows and loves.

Our campaign aims to educate young people about road
dangers in Crete. Being on holiday doesn’t eliminate road
risks. While we are well aware of the dangers of drink-
driving, speeding, reckless overtaking, micro-sleeps, and
the importance of wearing seat belts and helmets in

The festival featured all the favourite food classics such
as Giros, loukoumades, barbequed octopus, souvlakia,

1 S : g )
Australia and New Zealand, these crucial safety measures Chan ge.Your Li fE, § : _?EZﬁéiZEtVdmso::jss;:dalri\jerrr;uucsr;crzg;e.performances N
can sometimes be forgotten when traveling. B g— : :
? J N O I ‘['K"E l I : ¢ our wonderful Hellenic Dancers of Tasmania.
S : :
In collaboration with the World Council of Cretans’ : =X : :

We were very honored this year to have His Eminence
Archbishop Makarios attend the festival.

His Eminence attended a formal lunch with sponsors
and members of Parliament and took the time to
mingle and chat to members of the Greek community.

initiative, “A Life Campaign” (see link below), our
Federation will be rolling out a series of awareness ads
on social media and in our publications over the coming
months.

Drive safely in Crete, cherish all the island has to offer, and
most importantly—return home safely!

It was a very successful festival and we thank our
volunteers for all their hard work.

https://youtube.com/@cretansoftheworld

CFANZ EXECUTIVE BOARD
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On 25th August 2024, we celebrated the Feast Day of our Patron
Saint, St. Titus, a significant occasion for the Cretan Association of
Sydney & NSW. St. Titus, a disciple of the Apostle Paul and the first
Bishop of Crete, holds deep historical and spiritual importance
for Cretans, symbolizing faith, leadership, and dedication to the

community.

The beautiful Icon of St. Titus was graciously gifted to our

Association by the Honourable His Eminence Archbishop Evgenios
Il of Crete, a gesture that strengthens our enduring connection
with our Cretan heritage and Orthodox faith. The Icon was received
with great reverence, marking a milestone in our Association’s

history.

The Feast Day celebration began with a solemn Divine Liturgy
attended by the Executive Committee, Association members,
and their families. The service was a deeply moving experience,

bringing our community together in prayer and reflection.

Following the Liturgy, a special blessing was bestowed upon the

attendees, who also had the opportunity to venerate it.

The Cretan Association of Sydney & NSW had a wonderful
start to the year with the Very Reverend Archimandrite
Irenaeus Triantis, representing His Eminence Archbishop
Makarios of Australia, conducting the annual Ayiasmo
blessing for the year ahead.

This special occasion marks the beginning of an exciting
journey toward the Cretan Convention, which Sydney
will proudly host in January 2026. We look forward to

an incredible year ahead, filled with community spirit,
tradition, and cultural celebrations.

Following the Ayiasmo, we gathered for the cutting of
the Vasilopita, a cherished tradition that brings good
fortune for the year ahead. The kitchen was open, and our
Ashbury hall was full of life as Cretan families returned for
Friday night dance lessons.

Exciting Announcement -

New Performance Group Dance Teacher

The Executive Committee made an exciting
announcement regarding our new dance teacher for

the Performance Group - Tina Paliaros. Tina shared her
thoughts on this new role: "My name is Tina Parliaros /
Owrtevn MapAiapov, and | feel honored to be appointed
as the new dance teacher for the performing dance group
of the Cretan Association of Sydney. With over 20 years of
experience in Cretan dance in Australia, and having spent
extensive time in Crete immersing myself in my heritage,
| am deeply committed to preserving and sharing the rich
traditions of Cretan culture.

Cretan dancing is more than just steps—it is a deep
expression of pride and history. Whether in costume or
not, the spirit of Cretan dance lives in your passion and
connection to your roots. | look forward to inspiring and
guiding our performing dancers on this journey."

With a full calendar of events and dedicated efforts in
the lead-up to the Cretan Federation of Australia and
New Zealand (CFANZ) Convention in January 2026,

we are eager to share this incredible journey with our
community. Stay tuned for more updates, and let’s make
this a year to remember!
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